
3rd Annual  

Interpreter Professional 

Development Seminar 

 

July 13-16, 2009 

This summer’s seminar focuses on the descriptive 

aspect of ASL. Presenters will incorporate hands-on 

activities enriching the expressive and receptive 

skills of interpreters.  

Professionals working in the field will be provided 

an opportunity to learn new techniques and expand 

upon old ones. Held on campus at Pierpont 

Community & Technical College, the program will 

provide participants the opportunity to gain 1.8 

Continuing Education Units from the Registry of 

Interpreters for the Deaf, necessary for maintenance 

of certification in this field. 

Participants may register for individual day-long 

sessions. Special rates are available for attending 

the full four days. Lodging is also available in the 

new Bryant Place dormitory, with parking and meal 

options conveniently located nearby. 

Don’t miss this chance to learn from the experts, 

interact with your peers, and advance in your 

career.  

The workshop location will be at Pierpont 

Community & Technical College, Education Building 

Room 300. Pierpont Community & Technical College 

and Fairmont State University share the same 

campus. 

Pierpont Community & 

Technical College 

School of Academic Studies  

 American Sign Language 

Communication Program & 

Interpreter Training Program 

1201 Locust Avenue 

Jaynes Hall 303A 

Fairmont, WV 26554 

Phone: 304.367.4252 

Videophone: 866.629.8157 

Fax: 304.367.4597 

Ruby.Losh@Pierpont.edu 

April.Starks@Pierpont.edu 
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Presenters Biography 

Crom Saunders: Crom has his own one-man, “Cromania!”, which tours nationwide, 

featuring over 40 different characters, comedy, improv, and storytelling, allowing 

audiences a glimpse into his warped imagination.  

Crom also co-founded ICEWORM, a nationally touring troupe which features improv and 

sketch comedy. He now directs plays as well as acts in them, the latest production being 

“2258: A Comedy of Cosmic Proportions” the latest of several plays to be produced from 

Crom’s scripts. 

In addition to performing, Crom also has interpreted dozens of plays from children’s 

theatre to musical including “Spamalot” and “Mamma Mia” and teaches ASL and theatrical 

workshops across the nation. He currently teaches ASL at University of Pittsburgh; 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Ruby Losh is the Coordinator of the American Sign Language Communication Program at 

Pierpont Community and Technical College. She holds a B.S. in Business Administration 

and an A.A.S. in information processing from Fairmont State College. She has taught at the 

college level for 12 years.  

April Starks is the Coordinator of the Interpreter Training Program at Pierpont 

Community and Technical College. She holds an R.B.A. from Fairmont State University, an 

A.A. from the Interpreter Training Program at Fairmont State College, is currently working 

on her M.A. in Education, and holds a level IV certification from the National Association of 

the Deaf. She has worked as a community based interpreter for 12 years in specialized 

settings and has taught at the college level for 6 years.  

  



Schedule of Workshops 

Education Building, Room 303 

Monday, July 13, 2009- 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Presenter: Crom Saunders 

Session Title: Creating Classifiers 

Description of Activity: How can one create new classifiers for new images? The use and 

variety of classifiers goes beyond the standard ones taught in ASL classes. True fluency in 

ASL includes the ability to create and incorporate new classifiers that are syntactically 

correct, with the meaning of such classifiers clearly conveyed. Attendees will learn models 

for classifier creation opportunities and a great understanding of classifier use, through 

group discussion and development. 

Lunch: 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM 

 

Monday, July 13, 2009- 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 

Presenter: Crom Saunders 

Session Title: Making Faces (Non-Manual Makers) 

Description of Activity: ASL grammar includes a great deal more than just sign vocabulary 

and placement. This workshop focuses on the use of facial expressions as a key linguistic 

tool in translating from English to ASL and vice versa. For beginners/intermediates 

 

Monday, July 13, 2009- 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

The Crom Saunders’ Show: Variety of skits 

Location: Wallman Hall Theatre 

 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 &  Wednesday, July 15, 2009- 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM  

Thursday, July 16, 2009- 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Presenters: Ruby Losh & April Starks 

Session Title: ASL Expansion: Do I Have to Interpret All That? 

Description of Activity There are number of differences in discourse patterns between 

American Sign Language and English. These differences pose challenges for sign language 

interpreters. Interpreters need to recognize these patterns in the source language in order to 

render effectively the meaning in the target language. 

  



Registration Options 
You may register for one day or three days 

Per-Person costs are as follows: 

 4-Day Seminar (WV Resident): $275.00 before June 15, 2009 ($300.00 after June 16, 2009) 

Includes Registration, lunch, and CEUs 

Save $125.00 

 4-Day Seminar (Non-WV Resident): $350.00 before June 15, 2009 ($375.00 after June 16, 2009) 

Includes Registration, lunch, and CEUs 

Save $50.00 

 4-Day Seminar (Full-Time Student with ID): $150.00 before June 15, 2009 ($175.00 after June 16, 

2009) Includes Registration, lunch, and CEUs 

Save $250.00 

1-Day Seminar: $100.00 before June 15, 2009 ($125.00 after June 16, 2009) 

Monday, July 13, 2009  

Includes Registration, lunch, The Crom Saunders’ Show and CEUs 

 3-Day Seminar: $300.00 before June 15, 2009 ($325.00 after June 16, 2009) 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009, Wednesday, July 15, 2009 and Thursday, July 16, 2009  

Includes Registration, lunch, and CEUs 

Lodging Information:  

Lodging provided in the newly-constructed Bryant Place dormitory. All rooms are non-smoking with one 

common bath per four-room suite. Participants choosing to stay on campus will need to bring the 

following items, as they are not provided: pillows, linens (xl-twin size); and toiletries. For additional 

lodging information, contact Daniel Gockley, Director of Housing, 304-367-4216 or 

dgockley@fairmontstate.edu 

Lodging, Bryant Place, Single Occupancy, per person/per night $19  

Lodging, Bryant Place, Double Occupancy, per person/per night $17 

Hotel Information:  

Fairfield Inn Marriott: 304-367-9150 (27 Southland Drive, Fairmont, WV) 4.72 miles 9 minutes 

Holiday Inn: 304-366-5500 (930 East Grafton Road, Fairmont, WV) 2.67 miles 8 minutes 

Red Roof Inn: 304-366-6800 (50 Middletown Road, Fairmont, WV) 5.91 miles 12 minutes 

 

Registration Policy: Enrolled Limited to 30 participants 

Due to a maximum enrollment of 30 people, registration is on a first-come, first-served basis. Persons not 

obtaining a seat in the seminar will be wait listed for the next available opening. Should no opening occur, 

any fees paid will be promptly refunded.  

Registration Deadline: July 6, 2009 

Seminar Fee Refundable: June 30, 2009 

mailto:dgockley@fairmontstate.edu


Registration Form 

3rd Annual Interpreter Professional  

Seminar Development 

Sign up for Workshop:      Price by  Price after 

         June 15, 2009 June 16, 2009 

o 4 Day Seminar, WV Resident    $275.00  $300.00 

o 4 Day Seminar, Non-WV Resident    $350.00  $375.00 

o 4 Day Seminar, Student with ID    $150.00  $175.00 

o 1 Day Seminar, July 13, 2009    $100.00  $125.00 

o 3 Day Seminar, July 14 - 16, 2009    $300.00  $325.00 

Subtotal: ____________ 

Sign up for Lodging:     

Check dates you need to stay   Single  Double 

o Sunday, July 12, 2009   $19.00  $17.00 

o Monday, July 13, 2009   $19.00  $17.00 

o Tuesday, July 14, 2009   $19.00  $17.00 

o Wednesday, July 15, 2009   $19.00  $17.00 

Subtotal: ____________ 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Method of Payment:  Make Payable to: Pierpont Community & Technical College 

Circle One    Memo: Interpreter Professional Seminar Development 

Check  Money Order  Visa  Master Card  American Express 

Credit Card #: _____________________________________________________________ 

3 Digital on Back: ______________________ Exp. Date: _______________________ 

Authorization Signature: _________________________________________________ 

Print and Return Complete Form To: 

Pierpont Community & Technical College 

Center for Workforce Education 

320 Adams Street, Suite G01 

Fairmont, West Virginia 26554 

Phone: 304-367-4920 * Fax: 304-367-2717  


