
Rules and Regulations for Barber and Beauty Shops
West Virginia State Board of Barbers and Cosmetologists

Department of Health and Human Resources

Rules and regulations governing the operation of barber and beauty shops and schools of barbering and beauty culture in West Virginia, as provided for by Chapter 16, Art icle 14, Section

12, W est Virginia Code, 1937, as amended by Chapter 30, Acts of the legislature, 1939, and as prescribed by the State Committee of Barbers and Beauticians pursuant to the provisions of

said Section 12, passed April  8, 1948, amended July 21, 1964, effective August 21, 1964.  All  sanitary regulations heretofore passed by the State Board of Barbers and Cosm etologists, in

conflict with the fol lowing, are hereby repealed.

1. Ev ery barb er or be auty sh op, o r scho ol of ba rbering or be auty cu lture, sh all befo re op enin g its place o f busin ess  ***notify the B oard , in writing a t leas t ten days before the proposed

opening date of such sh op o r scho ol*** (A $25 .00 open ing ins pec tion fee  for new , or cha nge  of loca tion.)  A ll barbe r and  bea uty sho ps m ust ha ve c ross , or app rove d ve ntilation  befo re

opening.

2. All  such shops, schools, bathrooms, toilets, and adjoining rooms, used in connection therewith, must be kept clean, sanitary, well l ighted, and venti lated at al l t imes.  The use of powder

puffs  and styptic  pen cils in  any s uch sh op , or sc hool, is  prohibited.  No pets such as cats, dogs, birds, etc. shal l be kept in, or allowed to habit shops, or the entrance to such shops, or

schools.

3. Each patron must be served with clean, freshly laundered l inen which is kept in a closed cabinet used for that purpose alone.  All  linens, immediately after being used, shal l be placed

in a receptacle used for that purpose alone.

4. Each cosmetologist,  barber, manicurist, instructor, and student, shal l thoroughly cleanse his or her hands with soap and water imm ediately before serving any patron.

5. A freshly laundered towel, or paper neck strip, must be placed around the neck of every patron so that the chair cloth, or shampoo apron does not come in contact with the patron’s skin.

6. The wiping of hands, or instruments of any kind on linen being used on a patron is prohibited.

7. Sh am poo  bow ls and  boa rds m ust be  clean sed  after ea ch sham poo .  The  hea d res ts of all ba rber chairs  must possess an attachment, al lowing a change of paper for eac h cu stom er.

Used shaving papers must be deposited in a receptacle used for that purpose alone.

8. All  barber and beauty shops must be equipped with hot and cold running water piped to hot and cold water faucets of a lavatory.  (For purposes of he regulat ion, a lavatory is that plumbing

fixture comm only used for hand washing.)  Waste water must be drained through proper plumbing faci li ties into the public sewer system.  In places where there is no water pressure,

storage tanks to supply running water may be used, one for hot and one for cold water.  Openings in storage tanks sha ll not e xce ed  two  inch es  in dia m ete r.  Th e dip ping of a ny tow els

or clo ths  of an y natu re, o r other a rticles, into  wa ter tank s is  prohibited.  The use  of ste am ers , ster ilizers , bow ls, or re ceptacles  of an y kind into  wh ich to  put h ot towe ls, or h ot wate r, is

prohibited.

9. All  rooms used for barber or beauty shops must be equipped with al l implements, supplies, steri lizers, l inen, and al l other equipment and requisites necessary to perform any, or all , of

the services usually rendered in barber or beauty shops.  Shops located in residences must have a private entrance, proper toilet facil it ies, and must be confined strictly to rooms used

exclusively for barbering or beauty culture.

10. Ev ery barber or cosmetologist who uses hair brushes must have at least six in use.  After each brush is used, i t must be thoroughly washed and imm ersed in an approved disinfectant

solution, dried, and placed in a cabinet steril izer until  used again.

11. Every barber or cosmetologist must have at least twelve combs in use.  Every comb must be thoroughly washed and steril ized after each use.

12. W aving fluid, or o ther liqu id prep aration s, m ust be  app lied to the  hair on ly throug h a sa nitary disp ens er, or by d ripping , pou ring, or s praying  on the  hair.

13. All ro llers  mus t be c leaned an d ste rilized  afte r each  patron , and  when  not in  use , kept in a  clos ed  cab ine t use d for  that  purpose  only.

14. The advertised price of a permanent wave must include a shampoo and all  other preparations necessary prior to giving the wave, and every act necessary to complete the permanent

wave.  The manager of ea ch  sho p w ill be h eld  resp onsible  for seeing that the shop has on hand at al l t imes, al l supplies required to give each individual permanent wave advertised,

by name, by that part icular shop.

15. All  razors, scissors, tweezers, needles, blades, and other instruments shall  be thoroughly cleaned and then disinfected by imm ersion in an approved disinfecting solution, after they have

been in use, and such tools, instru m ents, an d ap pliances  when  not in  use, be kept in a dry storage cabinet.  The bottom blade of al l cl ippers shal l be sponged with a pledget of cotton

that has been dipped in an approved disinfectant before each use.

16. Ea ch b arbe r, cosm etolog ist, m anicurist, an d stud ent, sh all be re spo nsib le for ke epin g his, o r her,  individual ch air, wo rk sta nd, m irror, drawers, individual steri lizers, and entire booth,

or stand, clean and neat during working hours.  Each such operator practicing, in any capacity, must keep his entire personal appearance clean, neat, and above reproach at all t imes.

17. Each barber, cosmetologist, or manicurist must have adequate cabinet space for storing tools and accessories, only.  Each barber or cosmetologist must have an individual dip steril izer

which mus t be o f suffic ien t size  to allo w com bs to be  com ple tely submerged.  Dip steril izers may be made of glass, or metal, and must contain, at all  times a fresh supply of an approved

disinfe ctan t.  Com bs a nd b rush es shall be  imm erse d in a d ip sterilizer a fter wa shing, and prior to  placin g in a c abin et sterilizer.

18. No person prac ticing  barbering  or be au ty cultu re, in  any c apac ity, is permitted to remove warts, moles, or skin blemishes.  Neither must they attempt to treat any disease of the skin or

scalp.  Persons desir ing, or in need of treatment of any disease, must be referred to a l icensed physician.

19. Floors must be kept clean and free from hair, and where possible, mopped eac h da y.  W here  cuspido rs are  used, they must be cleaned daily, and a disinfectant solution left in them

at all t imes.

20. Any mem ber of the State Board of Barbers and Cosmetologists, or its agents, shal l be privi leged to enter and inspect any barber shop or beauty shop, or school of barbering or bea uty

culture, during  bus iness ho urs, or c hec k an y part of the  prem ises to  ascertain w heth er or no t any pa rt of the law, or any rules and regulations are being violated, and to take any action

necessary to properly enforce the law.

21. A copy of these rules and regulations must be framed and posted in a conspicuous place in every barber and beauty shop and every school of barbering or beauty culture.

22. Failure  on the part of the owner, manager, or employee to comply with the foregoing rules and regulations will be d eem ed a  violation  of the law, an d su fficient ca use  for the S tate B oard

of Barbers and Cosmetologists to revoke, or fai l to renew any certi ficate or registration.

23. Al l  l icenses must be framed and posted near the booth or work stand.

An  app rove d disin fectan t shall m ean  a 1/10 00 s olution  of qua terna ry am m oniu m  salts o f high g erm icidal activity, or its equiva lent.

It sha ll be th e du ty of the  proprie tor o f all barb er and be auty sho ps, sc hoo ls of ba rbering or be auty cu lture, an d all reg istered  barb ers, co sm etolog ists, m anicurists, s tude nts, an d others

to assist in carrying out these rules and regulations by reporting any violation to the State Board of Barbers and Cosm etologists or any of its duly authorized agents.

All  com plaints  may be  given  to an in spe ctor on  his or h er visit to your ba rber o r bea uty sho p, or sc hoo l.  Such com plaints  will imm edia tely be inv estiga ted.  C om plaints  may also be sent

to the office of the Division of Barbers and Cosmetologists.

Sta te B oar d of B arb ers  and  Co sm etolo gists


