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This publication was produced in compliance with West 
Virginia Code 16-21-1, et. Seq., known as the Women’s 
Right to Know Act, which requires the medical 
practitioner performing abortions to inform the female of 
physical and emotional risks of abortion procedures and 
risks of carrying a pregnancy to term. 
 
This booklet and service directory is available 
free of charge upon request by calling the Office 
of Maternal, Child and Family Health at 1-800-
642-8522 or online at www.wvdhhr.org. 

by calling toll-free 1-800-642-8522. 
 
Adoption 
 
Women who continue the pregnancy to term but cannot take 
care of a baby may consider adoption. There are agencies that 
can assist with exploring this decision and agencies to help 
with the adoption progress. Agencies are listed in the service 
directory. 
 
Service Directory 
 
The decision to have an abortion, have a baby or place a baby 
for adoption should be carefully considered.   
 
A directory of county and social service agencies and 
organizations is available from doctors, nurses and counselors 
and can also be requested by calling the Office of Maternal 
Child and Family Health at 1-800-642-8522, or online at 
www.wvdhhr.org. 
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Fetal Development 

A female’s egg is fertilized by a male’s sperm in the 
fallopian tube. After fertilization, the egg divides and 
multiplies to form the embryo.  During the next few days, 
the embryo moves through the fallopian tube to the lining 
of the uterus.  There it implants and starts to grow. 
 
During pregnancy, the lining of the female’s uterus 
thickens and its blood vessels enlarge to nourish the 
fetus.  As pregnancy progresses, the uterus expands to 
make room for the growing embryo/fetus.  The following 
pictures and drawings illustrate fetal development from 8 
to 40 weeks. 

The beginnings of all key body 
parts are present, although they are 
not completely positioned in their 
final locations.  
 

Structures that will form eyes, ears, 
arms and legs are identifiable.  

 
Muscles and skeleton are 
developing and the nervous 
system becomes more responsive.  
 
The heart has four chambers and 
began pumping blood four weeks 
ago. 

8 WEEKS 
1 1/2 inches — 1/2 ounce 
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Possible Complications 
    
  • uterine infection       
  •  blood clot, stroke or anesthesia-related death 
  •   high blood pressure 
  •   heavy bleeding 
   

Possible Detrimental Psychological Effects                 
of Abortion 
 
Many women suffer from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
Syndrome following abortion. PTSD is a psychological 
dysfunction resulting from a traumatic experience. Symptoms 
of PTSD include: 
   
  • guilt    •   suicidal thoughts or acts 
  • depression    •   sexual dysfunction 
  • nightmares           • eating disorders 
  • fear and anxiety    • low self-esteem 
  • alcohol and drug abuse   • chronic relationship  
  • flashbacks     problems 
  • grief    
 
Medical Risks of Childbirth 
 
Continuing a pregnancy and bringing it to a full-term delivery 
is usually a safe, healthy process. However, medical risks and 
death can occur. The most common complications of 
pregnancy include ectopic pregnancy, high blood pressure, 
complicated delivery, premature labor, depression, infection, 
diabetes and hemorrhage (heavy bleeding). According to the 
Centers for Disease Control, the risk of dying as a direct 
result of pregnancy and childbirth is less than 10 in every 
100,000 births. The risk is higher for African-American 
women (22 in every 100,000). Medical risks and death can 
occur while a woman is pregnant, during labor and after the 
delivery.   
 
Together, these causes account for less than one death per 
100.000 relating to a woman’s pregnancy. Unknown or 
uncommon causes account for the remaining 20% of deaths 
relating to pregnancy. Women who have chronic severe 
diseases are at greater risk of death than healthy women. 
 




