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Patent Ductus Arteriosis
(PDA)

Occurs when a blood vessel that is 
normal while a baby is in the womb fails 
to close after the baby is born.
Cause is not known.
Affects 1 in 2000 babies born each 
year.
More common in premature infants.
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WV PDA Percentages
by Gestational Age
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Conclusions

The occurrence of PDA and the 
prevalence of preterm births have not 
declined in West Virginia.
Preterm births can be reduced with 
prenatal counseling, education and care.
Reduction in preterm births could result 
in an overall reduction in infant illness, 
disability and death.
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