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Goal:  Identify and eliminate disparities related to tobacco use and its
effects among different population groups.

There are a variety of reasons why some populations may have
higher smoking or spit tobacco use rates than the general popu-
lation.  The populations may feel disenfranchised and unrespon-
sive to standard educational or media programs or the popula-
tion may be separated physically or culturally (as in skills levels)
from the general population.  The first step in reaching these
groups is to identify them and collect baseline data on use rates.
Ethnicity, age, occupation, income, gender, health status and at-
risk health issues can all be considered in designing campaigns,
programs or policy initiatives to affect tobacco use behaviors.

Justification:
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Factors in Prioritizing  Populations with Tobacco-related Disparities
The following factors can be considered in prioritizing populations with tobacco-related

disparities:

• The size of the population.
• The health impact of direct tobacco use on this population (rate of cigarette smoking or

spit tobacco use among this group, compared to West Virginia rates or U.S. rates, or
increased use illustrated by trend data).
• The health impact of one population exposed to secondhand smoke, as a result of tobacco

use by another group.
• The ability to reach the group with programs and the cost of reaching them.
• The ability to achieve a behavior change in this population.
• The cost if we do nothing compared to the cost savings if we achieve behavior change.
• The ability to break the cycle of tobacco use within family units or culture groups.
• The vulnerability of a group to marketing pressures or other influences that could

increase rates of use.

Fourteen populations with tobacco-related disparities were defined in planning meetings,
and, of those 14, five have been identified for intervention. Those five populations include pregnant
women, women of childbearing age, children under age 18 exposed to secondhand smoke, African-
Americans and blue-collar workers.
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