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Patient Initial Therapy Duration
Adults (including  immunocompromised
persons)*

Ciprofloxacin 500 mg po BID
OR
Doxycycline 100 mg po BID

60 days

Children Ciprofloxacin 10-15 mg/kg po Q 12 H
(not to exceed 1 gram per day) 
OR
Doxycycline
> 8 yrs and > 45 kg: 100 mg po BID
> 8 yrs and < 45 kg: 2.2 mg/kg po BID
< 8 yrs: 2.2 mg/kg po BID
OR
Amoxicillin 80 mg/kg/day PO 
divided Q 8 H; maximum 500 mg/dose
IF B. anthracis is known to be susceptible**

60 days

* The antimicrobial of choice for initial prophylactic therapy among asymptomatic pregnant women exposed to B. anthracis is
ciprofloxacin, 500 mg po BID for 60 days. In instances in which the specific B. anthracis strain has been shown to be penicillin-
sensitive, prophylactic therapy with amoxicillin, 500 mg TID for 60 days may be considered. Doxycycline should be used with
caution in asymptomatic pregnant women and only when contraindications are present to other appropriate drugs (MMWR, 2001;
50:960).

** Amoxicillin is an option for antimicrobial prophylaxis of children and pregnant women when B. anthracis is known to be
susceptible to penicillin (MMWR, 2001; 50:1014).
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Symptom/Sign Inhalational anthrax
(n=10)

Laboratory-confirmed
influenza

ILI from other causes

Elevated temperature 70% 68% - 77% 40% - 73%

Fever or chills 100% 83% - 90% 75% - 89%

Fatigue/malaise 100% 75% - 94% 62% - 94%

Cough (minimal or non-
productive)

90% 84% - 93% 72% - 80%

Shortness of breath 80% 6% 6%

Chest discomfort or
pleuritic chest pain

60% 35% 23%

Headache 50% 84% - 91% 74% - 89%

Myalgias 50% 67% - 94% 73% - 94%

Sore throat 20% 64% - 84% 64% - 84%

Rhinorrhea 10% 79% 68%

Nausea or vomiting 80% 12% 12%

Abdominal pain 30% 22% 22%
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