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WV BIRTH TO THREE RAU III &IV

FAMILY CONNECTIONS NEWSLETTER
April--June 2026

1- RAU Il & IV Contact Information

2-RAU IV Parent Partner Updates
3- Meet RAU IIl's Team
4- RAU Ill Parent Partner Updates

5- Raising Infants and Toddlers into People You Like to Be With

7- RAU IIl Resources
8- RAU IV Resources
9- Harper's Birth to Three Story

10- Looking Ahead, Upcoming Events

Do you have concerns about your child's development?

RAU IV Serving: : Boone, Cabell, Lincoln, ,Logan, Mason, Mingo, Putnam, and Wayne Counties

RAU III Serving: Clay, Jackson, Kanawha, and Roane Counties

RAUIV ContactInformation 304-523-5444 (0ffice)
RAUIll ContactInformation

304-414-4460 (0ffice) 304-414-4461 (Fax)

304-523-5556 (Fax)
1-866-982-8855 (Toll free)

1-844-414-4460 (Tollfree)

Partnering with Families

For information regarding upcoming events, like and follow us on Facebook
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Growing Together

RAUIV PARENT PARTNER

"Parent Partners are a guide and mentor walking beside families, building trust, connecting resources, and amplifying voicesbridging support and nurturing growth so every parent feels supported, informed, and valued within our community, while helping expand program education and awareness throughout the region."
Hanna Clendenin hclendenin@rvcds.org parentpartner@rvcds.org 304-634-7580

What has been happening in RAU IV

From building blocks and art projects to music, storytelling, and outdoor exploration, each moment is an opportunity for growth.

Family Engagement Events

Build A Bin - Mason County

Engaging play; strengthening fine motor skills; encouraging imaginative play; giving new sensory experiences... Making practice feel like PLAY!

Sippy Cup and Paint - Lincoln County

This hands-on activity is a great way to spark your toddler's artistic side while helping them build important fine motor skills.
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Meet RAU Ill's Team

Director Shannon Baldwin sbaldwin@rvcds.org
Data Entry Specialist Jennifer Byrd rau3data@rvcds.org

Interim Service Coordinator Misty Stacy mstacy@rvcds.org

Interim Service Coordinator Finn Depriest fdepriest@rvcds.org Interim Service Coordinator Monica Schwab mschwab@rvcds.org

RAu ill Contact Information

304-414-4460(0ffice) 304-414-4461 (Fax) 1-844-414-4460 (Toll free)
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RAU Ill is hiring a Parent Partner!

FOROUR CHARLESTON, WV OFFICE

Qualifications

Parent of a child(ren) with special needs who received or receives Part C and/or Part B IDEA services.

High school diploma/GED

Experience organizing large scale community/public events.

ApplyNow

WhatHasBeen Happening at RAU I!!

Family Events

Wheels On The Bus Play date with Miss Rachel!!! For More Information

Call Human Resources Department at 304-528-3428

MoreInformation
https://www.rvcds.org/jobopportunities

If your family needs support with community resources, assistance making referrals, or general family support, please contact our office. We are here to help while our Parent Partner position is being filled. You may also contact us parentpartner@rvcds.org

RAU Ill is hiring a Parent Partner!

FOROUR CHARLESTON, WV OFFICE

Qualifications

Parent of a child(ren) with special needs who received or receives Part C and/or Part B IDEA services.

High school diploma/GED

Experience organizing large scale community/public events.

ApplyNow

WhatHasBeen Happening at RAU I!!

Family Events

Wheels On The Bus Play date with Miss Rachel!!! For More Information

Call Human Resources Department at 304-528-3428

MoreInformation
https://www.rvcds.org/jobopportunities

If your family needs support with community resources, assistance making referrals, or general family support, please contact our office. We are here to help while our Parent Partner position is being filled. You may also contact us parentpartner@rvcds.org



RASING INFANTS AND TODDLERSINTO PEOPLE YOU LIKE TO BE WITH

Babies and toddlers are natural learners. As parents, you are their biggest influence and most important teacher. You will teach your child by the behavior you model for your child.

Respecting others

It is important that your child learns to feel a part of their community, so they feel important to others and treat others as though they are also to be respected. Show interest in the people in your child's world. Call them by name. Help your child learn to put away their toys when they have finished playing, put garbage in the trash can, and in other ways follow rules that we have in our homes, classroom and community that help us to treat others with respect. Talk to your child about why we stop at traffic lights (not so we don't get in trouble with the police but so that everyone gets a turn driving safely,) why we put our things away (so everyone knows where to look for them when they want to use them,) and why we try to respect others' feelings. Your toddler might not understand everything you tell them right now but the more you talk about the community, the more they will want to be a member of it. When you show respect for your spouse, your child's teacher, a fellow driver or another young child at the center, your child sees that and learns to show respect also.

Caring!

Your child will learn how to treat you and others by the way you treat them. When you respond to cries, they learn they can trust you. They learn to be caring about others as you care for them. When you touch with gentle hands, they learn to use gentle touches also. Of course, as your child grows, it is important for you to also use words to describe how you understand their feelings or how you like their gentle touches. One way you show you care about your child is by being a good listener. When they babble at you, they copy their sounds. When they begin to use words, let them know that you understand what they are trying to tell you. As you take time to listen and respond, as you get down on your child's level so that you can hear what they have to share, as you are fully present, your child learns how important it is to give attention to others.
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GrowingTogether

RASING INFANTS AND TODDLERS INTO PEOPLEYOU LIKE TO BEWITH

Self Confidence

Children learn to be confident in their abilities as they try to do new things in new ways. Failure is often part of the equation. They won't suddenly walk without falling, they won't suddenly talk without some mishaps with pronouncing words. As a parent, you encourage. If you hear a word spoken incorrectly, you accept it but make sure you say it correctly when you use it. If they try a task that you realize is not impossible, don't do it for them but, if needed, show them what might help reach the goal. As we allow our toddlers to become independent, they feel proud of their abilities, and they want to learn more skills. Our job is not to keep them dependenton usbut tohelpthemto enter the world with skills that prepare them to deal with people and situations safely.

Our job is to help them be the kind of people we like to be aroundbybeingthatpersonourselves.

Adapted from: Schroeder, C. (n.d.). Raising infants and toddlers into people you like to be with. Retrieved from https:/ /www.chhs.niu.edu/child-center/resources/articles/raising-infantstoddlers.shtml.
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Resources RAU III

Need help finding or paying for child care?

Call1-888-595-8290

CONNECTCHILDCARERESOURCE&REFERRAL

1 Player's Club Drive Suite150 Charleston,wV

connectccrr.org
We area community  service organization that works with parents, child care providers, businesses, and community organizations to help promote the availability of quality  child  care services in the area. We provide parents with child care referrals and   information on evaluating quality child care, plus resources on various parenting issues. We offer child care providers access to valuable training, and supportive services for new or established programs VDHHR.

Growing Together, Learning with Love

Serving children and families since 1971

Ways We Help

We area community  service organization that works with parents, child care providers, businesses, and community organizations to help promote the availability of quality  child  care services in the area. We provide parents with child care referrals and   information on evaluating quality child care, plus resources on various parenting issues. We offer child care providers access to valuable training, and supportive services for new or established programs VDHHR.

Determine eligibility of families for government subsidized child care.

Provide parents with child care referrals, information on quality child care,and resources for various parenting and family needs.

Help make a difference in the lives of children and their families in our communities.

Train and educate child care providers.
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Growing Toge

Resources RAUIV

LINKCHILD CARE RESOURCE& REFERRAL
A Program of RiverValley Child DevelopmentServices

304-523-9540

www.linkccrr.org

This program is being presented with financial assistonce os a grant from the WestVirginiaDepartmentof Human Services611 7th Avenue Huntington, Wv 25701

Where Learning Begins with Laughter.

We provide information and a variety of services for families. We are available to help you with your child care questions and concerns. Some of these include:

We are a community service

organization that works with families, child care providers and community organizations to help promote quality child care services in our area. We provide child care referrals and information on finding quality child care. We offer existing and new child care providers access to training, technical assistance and coaching. We serve Boone, Cabell, Lincoln, Logan, Mason, Mingo, Putnam and Wayne counties in WV.

Assistance in locating child care providers in your area that meet your family's specific needs

Information about quality care for children

Child care checklists to assist you on visits to child care programs

Help determining if your family is eligible for subsidized care
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Pround Birth to Three Families - Harper's Story

Harper was referred to the Birth to Three program at around six months of age due to significant developmental delays and the onset of torticollis. Because of her genetic disorder and infantile spasms, she missed important early milestones and required extensive therapeutic support. Birth to Three became an essential part of her journey, providing physical, occupational, speech, and feeding therapies. Through her participation in this comprehensive program, Harper has made remarkable progress toward reaching her milestones. While she continues to experience developmental delays, her growth is a testament to her determination, resilience, and the support she receives through ongoing therapy.

Team Harper #HarperStrong

Harper's Diagnosis: SCN2A - related epileptic encephalopathy with developmental delay.

Today, thanks to Birth to Three and her continued therapy sessions, Harper can crawl, clap her hands, walk with assistance, ride her tricycle, and she loves to eat. Every milestone she achieves is celebrated in our home??no matter how big or small.
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LOOKING AHEAD
Up Coming Birth to Three and Community Events

Welcome to a Spring Full of Joy and Learning!

Stay connected with us!

Keep an eye on the RAU Facebook pages to stay up to date on community resources, events, activities, WV Birth to Three family events, trainings, and more. We're always sharing new opportunities and helpful information to support you and your little ones, so be sure to follow along for the latest updates.
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