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22. 1 | NTRODUCTI ON

A. DEFI NI TI ON OF BUY-I N

The Departnment pays the Medicare, Part B prem umfor certain
i ndi viduals who are eligible for Medicare. This procedure is
referred to as the buy-in process.

B. MEDI CARE BUY-IN UNI'T

The Medicare Buy-In Unit of OFS is responsible for the buy-in
process which is a joint effort of SSA and OFS. SSA initiates
t he process for SSI eligibles by identifying those who qualify
and billing the Departnment nonthly for the total prem um  DHHF
initiates the process for all other Medicaid coverage groups
with individuals eligible for Medicare.

The Buy-In Unit is responsible for making sure buy-in is
acconplished for all clients who qualify and that the agency i¢
not being charged for prem uns of those who are not eligible or
t hose who are not residents of the State. Also, the Buy-In
Unit corrects birthdates and claimnunbers in the C-219 and M
219 Systenms and enters coding necessary to acconplish buy-in ir
bot h Systens.

C. MVEDI CARE PROGRAM
1. Definition

Medi care is a federal i1insurance programthat hel ps pay
health care costs for people age 65 or ol der, regardless
of inconme, and certain individuals receiving RSDI benefits
based on disability.

Medicare is the sanme in all states and is adm ni stered by
the Social Security Adm nistration (SSA). SSA nakes all
decisions regarding eligibility for Medicare.

2. Medi care, Parts A and B

Medi care consists of two parts as foll ows:

- Medi care, Part A - Hospitalization Insurance Benefits
(HI B)

The Buy-In Unit controls the purchasing and paynent o
Part A premiunms for all uninsured eligibles. The Sta
billed for the Part A premuns for all Medicare
eligibles who are not eligible for premumfree

Medi care, Part A because
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they lack the necessary quarters of coverage, have
enrolled voluntarily and pay a prem um

Medi care, Part B - Suppl enmentary Medical |nsurance
Benefits (SM B)

An individual enrolled in Part B pays a nonthly prem
If he is receiving RSDI or Railroad Retirenent Benefi
the premumis deducted fromhis benefit check; other
he must pay the premum from his incone.

See Section 22.2 below for a list of those for whomt
Depart ment buys-in.
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