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LL.  GIFT CARD 
/CERTIFICATE 

No Yes* 

 

Unearned income in 
the month received 
when the gift 
card/certificate can be 
used to purchase 
food or shelter; OR 
can be resold or 
redeemed for cash.   

 

NOTE:  These are 
considered to be 
resellable unless 
evidence is presented 
to the contrary. 

 

No, if there are 
restrictions on its 
usage or the owner is 
legally or otherwise 
prohibited from 
selling or transferring 
the gift 
card/certificate; AND 
it cannot be used to 
purchase food or 
shelter. 

 

Gift cards/certificates 
issued as federal 
disaster assistance 
are excluded. 

Yes* 

 

Unearned income in 
the month received 
when the gift 
card/certificate can be 
used to purchase 
food or shelter; OR 
can be resold or 
redeemed for cash.   

 

NOTE:  These are 
considered to be 
resellable unless 
evidence is presented 
to the contrary. 

 

No, if there are 
restrictions on its 
usage or the owner is 
legally or otherwise 
prohibited from 
selling or transferring 
the gift 
card/certificate AND it 
cannot be used to 
purchase food or 
shelter. 

 

Gift cards/certificates 
issued as federal 
disaster assistance 
are excluded. 

No* 

 

Gift 
cards/certificates 
are not counted 
unless the 
card/certificate 
can be converted 
to cash or sold.  
The amount 
received from 
cashing or selling 
of the gift 
card/certificate is 
counted as 
unearned income 
the month it is 
converted. 

MM.  
GUARDIANSHIP 
PAYMENTS (Paid by            
Title IV-E of the 
Social Security Act to 
persons who agree to        
become a legal 
guardian of child 
under age 18, but not 
foster care or 
adoption). 
 

Treated as Foster 
Care Payments. 

See item II. 

No No No 
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NN.  GSYP 

(Governor's  Summer              
Youth  Program) 

See WIA See WIA See WIA See WIA 

OO.  HEMOPHILIA/ 
AIDS FUNDS AND 
SETTLEMENTS 
 
1.  Factor VIII or IX 
Concentrate Blood 
Products Litigation, 
MDL 986, No. 93-C-
7452, ND of Illinois 
 
 
2.  Ricky Ray 
Hemophilia Funds 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Walker v. Bayer 
Settlements 

 
 
 
 
1.  No, see Lump 
Sum Payments in 
Section 10.4,D,11. 
 
 
 
 
2.  No, see Lump 
Sum Payments in 
Section 10.4,D,11. 
 
 
 
 
3. No, see Lump 
Sum Payments in 
Section 10.4,D,11. 

 
 
 
 
1.  No   
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  No    
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  No    
 
NOTE: Exclusion 
applies to payments 
made as a result of an 
individual release of 
claims, instead of a 
class settlement, when 
the agreement is signed 
by all affected parties 
on or before the later of 
12/31/97, or the date 
that is 270 days after 
the date on which the 
release is first sent to 
the persons to whom 
the payments is to be 
made. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
1.  No    
   
 
 
 
 
 
2.  No    
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  No    
 
NOTE: Exclusion 
applies to payments 
made as a result of an 
individual release of 
claims, instead of a 
class settlement, when 
the agreement is signed 
by all affected parties 
on or before the later of 
12/31/97, or the date 
that is 270 days after 
the date on which the 
release is first sent to 
the persons to whom 
the payments is to be 
made. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
1.  Unearned, see 
Lump Sum 
Payments in 
Section 10.24,D,11. 
 
 
 

2.  Unearned, see 
Lump Sum 
Payments in 
Section 10.24,D,11. 
 

 
 
3.  Unearned, see 
Lump Sum 
Payments in 
Section 10.24,D,11. 
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PP.  HUD  

(Housing and Urban 
Development) See 
Youthbuild Program  

No No No No.  When a rent or 
utility supplement is 
paid directly to the 
client, it is unearned 
income. 

QQ.  INCOME 
PROTECTION 
INSURANCE    

 

      PROCEEDS 

Unearned 

 

Unearned 

 

 

 

 

 

Unearned Unearned 

RR.  INCOME TAX         
REFUNDS AND 
REBATES 

 

1.   Refunds 

 

2.  Economic 
Stimulus Tax Rebate 
for 2007 

 

3.  American 
Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 
2009 Credits / 
Refunds under 
Section 1001 or 2202 

 

 

 

 

1.   No 

 

2.  No 

 

 

 

3.  No 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.   No 

 

2.  No 

 

 

 

3.  No 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  No 

 

2.  No 

 

 

 

3.  No 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  No 

 

2.  No 

 

 

 

3.  No 

 

SS.   INDEPENDENT         
LIVING SUBSIDY 
(Paid Through The 
Division of Children & 
Adult Services of 
DHHR)   

Unearned No No N/A 
 
See Section 
9.21,A,3. 
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TT.   INDIAN 
SETTLEMENT 
INCOME 
 
Payments to the 
following groups of 
Indians under various 
public laws: 
 
-  Grand River Band 
of Ottawa Indians 
-  Confederate   
Tribes and Bands of 
the Yakima Indian       
Nation 
-  Apache Tribe        
of the Mescalero           
Reservation 
-  Passamaquoddy       
Tribe Penobscot           
Nation 
-  Houlton Band        
of Maliseet-Blackfeet 
-  Grosventre 
-  Assiniboine 
-  Montana 
-  Papago 
-  Arizona 
-  Seneca Nation 
-  Puyallup Tribe 
-  Chippewas 
-  Mississippi 
-  Saginaw 
-  White Earth Band 

! -  Lake Superior 
! -  Red Lake Band  

! -  Turtle Mountain   
! Band 

!  

No No No No 
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UU.  INDIVIDUAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
ACCOUNTS (IDA)  - 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO  

 

1.  TANF- or Assets 
for Independence Act 
(AFIA) – Funded 

 

2.  Non TANF- or 
AFIA-funded 

 

See Definition in 
Section 11.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Earned 

 
 
 

2.  Earned 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Earned 

 
 
 

2.  Earned 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  No 

 
 
 

2.  Earned, unless the 
IDA is limited to use for 
a plan for achieving 
self-support (PASS) 
and approved by the 
Social Security 
Administration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  No 

 
 
 

2.  No 

 

VV.  IN-KIND 
PAYMENTS 

No No No 

EXCEPTION:  In-kind 
gifts to or  for the 
benefit of an individual 
with a life-threatening 
condition, when the 
criteria outlined in item 
L,2 above are met, are 
excluded unless 
converted to cash.  If 
converted to cash, the 
total amount is income 
in the month the 
conversion occurs. 

No 

WW.  INSURANCE 
PROCEEDS 

See Personal Injury 
Awards or 
Replacement of 
Property 

See Personal Injury 
Awards or Replacement 
of Property 

See Personal Injury 
Awards or Replacement 
of Property 

See Personal Injury 
Awards or 
Replacement of 
Property 
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XX.  INTEREST 
INCOME 

Unearned, including 
the amount left to 
accumulate. 

Unearned, including the 
amount left to 
accumulate. 

Unearned, including the 
amount left to 
accumulate. 

 

EXCEPTION:  Interest 
earned from a counted 
asset or from an asset 
excluded under federal 
law is excluded as 
income.  Accumulated 
interest which becomes 
part of excluded burial 
funds is also excluded.  
See specific assets in 
Section 11.4 for federal 
law exclusions. 
 

Unearned, including 
the amount left to 
accumulate. 

 

YY.  JAPANESE-
AMERICAN AND 
ALEUTIAN 
RESTITUTION 
PAYMENTS  

No No No No 

ZZ.  JOBS CORPS 
 
NOTE: Job Corps is a 
WIA program.  See 
item UUUU below. 
 
1.  Living or 
Readjustment 
Allowance 
 
2.  Bonuses and 
Incentive Payments 
 
3.  Clothing and 
Transportation 
Allowances 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

1. See WIA. 
 
 
 
2. See WIA. 
 
 
3. See WIA. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

1. See WIA. 
 
 
 
2. See WIA. 
 
 
3. See WIA. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Earned 
 
 
 
2. Earned 
 
 
3. No 

 

 
 
 
 
 

1. See WIA 
 
 
 
2. See WIA 
 
 
3. See WIA 

ZZa.  LIEAP (LOW-
INCOME  ENERGY         
ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM) 

No No No No 
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AAA.  LOANS AND 
REPAYMENTS 

(Includes credit card         
advances and 
reverse mortgages) 

No, if there is a 
written or verbal 
agreement to 
repay, regardless of 
payment status.  
Otherwise, 
unearned. 

 

See Section 
10.4,D,7 for 
educational loans. 

No, for the borrower, if 
the definition of a Bona 
Fide Loan is met, 
regardless of payment 
status.  Otherwise, 
unearned. 

 
Interest paid to the 
lender is income, 
regardless of whether 
or not the loan is Bona 
Fide.  If the loan is not 
Bona Fide, the principal 
payments are income. 
 
See Section 11.4,AA for 
loans as an asset. 

 

No, for the borrower, if 
the definition of a Bona 
Fide Loan is met, 
regardless of payment 
status.  Otherwise, 
unearned. 

 
Interest paid to the 
lender is income, 
regardless of whether 
or not the loan is Bona 
Fide.  If the loan is not 
Bona Fide, the principal 
payments are income. 
 
See Section 11.4,AA for 
loans as an asset. 
 

 

Unearned, unless it 
is used: 
 
- To repair or 
replace an asset; or 
 
- To purchase a 
home in which to 
reside, when no 
other home is 
owned; or means of 
transportation to 
and from work 
when no other 
operable means is 
owned by the 
income group. 
 
- For educational 
expenses 
 
There must be a 
written agreement 
to repay. 

 

BBB.  MEDICAL 
INSURANCE 
REIMBURSEMENTS 
(For Out-of-Pocket 
Medical Expenses) 

No, as long as they 
do not exceed 
actual expenses or 
represent a gain or 
benefit to the 
Income Group.   

No, as long as they do 
not exceed actual 
expenses or represent 
a gain or benefit to the 
Income Group.   

 

No, as long as they do 
not exceed actual 
expenses or represent 
a gain or benefit to the 
Income Group.  

No, as long as they 
do not exceed 
actual expenses or 
represent a gain or 
benefit to the 
Income Group.   
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MMM.   REIM-
BURSEMENTS 
(For past or  

future expenses) 

 

Including, but not 
limited to the 
following: 

 

 Reimbursements 
for travel or job-
related expenses. 

 

 The Patient 
Protection and 
Affordable Care 
Act (PPACA) of 
2010 $250 rebate 
check. 

 

 

No, as long as they 
do not exceed 
actual expenses or 
represent a gain or 
benefit to the 
Income Group.  

No, as long as they do 
not exceed actual 
expenses or represent 
a gain or benefit to the 
Income Group. 

No, as long as they do 
not exceed actual 
expenses or represent 
a gain or benefit to the 
Income Group.  

No, as long as they 
do not exceed 
actual expenses or 
represent a gain or 
benefit to the 
Income Group. 
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NNN.  RELOCATION          
PAYMENTS 

No No  No No 

OOO.  RENT 
AND/OR UTILITY 
SUPPLEMENTS 

No, unless a rent 
supplement which 
is not funded by 
HUD is paid directly 
to the client or to 
the utility provider.  
If so, it is unearned 
income. 

No No No, unless a rent or 
utility supplement is 
paid directly to the 
client.  If so, it is 
unearned. 

PPP.   RENTAL 
INCOME (Also see 
Roomer/Boarder 
Provider Income) 
 
1. Non- business 
(Not self-employed in 
the rental business.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Business    

 

 

 

 

 

    

 
 
 
 
 
1. Unearned, 
unless a member of 
the Income Group 
is actively engaged 
in managing the 
rental property at 
least an average of 
20 hours per week.  
Even when 
unearned, it is 
considered self-
employment.  See 
program section.      
 
2.  Earned.  See 
Section 10.4,D,4. 

 
 
 
 
 
1.  Earned, unless the 
rental property is 
managed by a rental 
agency, and the client 
receives only the profit.  
If so, unearned income. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Earned, unless the 
rental property is 
managed by a rental 
agency and the client 
receives only the profit.  
If so, unearned income.  
See program sections. 

 
 
 
 
 
1.  Unearned.  Even 
when unearned, it is 
considered self-
employment to 
determine gross profit.  
See program section. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Earned.  See 
Section 10.22,D,1. 

 
 
 
 
 
1.  Earned, 
unless the rental 
property is 
managed by a 
rental agency, and 
the client receives 
only the profit.  If 
so, unearned 
income.  See 
program section. 
 
 
 

 
2.  Earned, unless 
the rental property 
is managed by a 
rental agency and 
the client receives 
only the profit.  If 
so, unearned 
income.  See 
Section 10.24,D,4. 
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QQQ.   REPLACE-
MENT OF 
PROPERTY 
BENEFITS 

  

(From insurance 
companies, federal or 
state agencies, public 
or private 
organizations or other 
individuals.) 

No, when it is 
received for the 
purpose of 
replacing or 
repairing an asset 
which is lost, stolen 
or damaged.  If it is 
not used for the 
above purpose, it is 
counted as a lump 
sum payment. 

No, when it is received 
for the purpose of 
replacing or repairing 
an asset which is lost, 
stolen or damaged.  If it 
is not used for the 
above purpose, it is 
counted as a lump sum 
payment.   

No, when it is received 
for the purpose of 
replacing or repairing 
an asset which is lost, 
stolen or damaged.  If it 
is not used for the 
above purpose, it is 
counted as a lump sum 
payment.  

No, when it is 
received for the 
purpose of 
replacing or 
repairing an asset 
which is lost, stolen 
or damaged.  If it is 
not used for the 
above purpose, it is 
counted as a lump 
sum payment.   

RRR.   RETIREMENT 
BENEFITS 

Unearned.  Count 
gross.   

Unearned.  Count 
balance after 
subtracting mandatory 
payroll deductions. 

Unearned.  Count 
gross. 

Unearned.  Count 
gross. 

SSS.  RICKY RAY 

HEMOPHILIA FUND 

PAYMENTS 

See HEMOPHILIA/ 

AIDS FUNDS AND 

SETTLEMENTS 

See 

HEMOPHILIA/AIDS 

FUNDS AND 

SETTLEMENTS 

See 

HEMOPHILIA/AIDS 

FUNDS AND 

SETTLEMENTS 

See 

HEMOPHILIA/AIDS 

FUNDS AND 

SETTLEMENTS 

TTT.  RSDI 

(Retirement, 

Survivors, Disability 

Insurance)  

Unearned.  Count 

the amount of the 

client’s entitlement.  

This includes any 

amount deducted 

for Medicare, if 

applicable. 

 

NOTE: See SSI for 

exclusion of fees 

collected by some 

organizations.  

Applies only when 

RSDI is based on 

disability. 

 

EXCEPTION:  The 

one-time $250 

payment issued 

under the American 

Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act 

of 2009 is excluded. 

Unearned.  Count the 

amount of the client’s 

entitlement.  This 

includes any amount 

deducted for Medicare, 

if applicable. 

 

EXCEPTION:  The one-

time $250 payment 

issued under the 

American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act of 

2009 is excluded. 

Unearned.  Count the 

amount of the client’s 

entitlement.  This 

includes any amount 

deducted for Medicare, 

if applicable. 

 

EXCEPTION:  The one-

time $250 payment 

issued under the 

American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act of 

2009 is excluded. 

Unearned.  Count 

the amount of the 

client’s entitlement.  

This includes any 

amount deducted 

for Medicare, if 

applicable. 

 

EXCEPTION:  The 

one-time $250 

payment issued 

under the American 

Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act 

of 2009 is excluded. 




