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18.2 CI TI ZENSHI P AND ALI ENS

A

| nt roducti on

All aliens are subject to inmgration |aws which regul ate
their entry and set the conditions of their stay. There
are various inmgration docunents that m ght be carried by
an alien who is legally in the United States and nost
aliens lawfully in the United States should have sone kind
of inmm gration docunent.

The first step in determning eligibility for federal
benefits is the identification of the alien's immgration
status. Then, other considerations relevant to their
specific situations have to be taken into account, and, if
it appears that an alien qualifies for a particular
federal program it should be insured that recei pt of that
benefit will not affect that person's inm gration status.

The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (P.L. 104-193) significantly
changed federal neans-tested benefit eligibility for

i ndi vidual s who are not citizens of the United States.
Federal neans-tested benefits nmust be provided to eligible
citizens or nationals of the United States. |Individuals
who neet the eligibility requirenents for these benefits
but are not citizens or national of the United States are
eligible only as provided in 18.4. Those noncitizen nust
al so neet docunentation and verification requirenments as
required.

NOTE: See 18.4 for nore specific information
regarding alien eligibility for specific
benefits.
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B. Description of Inm gration Categories

1. United States Citizenship

For purposes of qualifying as a United States
citizen, the United States as defined in the

| mmi gration and Nationality Act included the 50
States, the District of Colunbia, Puerto Rico, Guam
Virgin Islands, and the Northern Mariana | sl ands.
Nationals fromthe American Sampa or Swain's |sland
are also regarded as United States citizens.

2. Al i ens

Eligibility for aliens is based on whether the alien
is a qualified or non-qualified alien. Regardl ess of
whet her the alien entered the United States on or
after August 22, 1996 (the date of enactnent of P.L.
104-193). The previous categories of | awful
permanent residents and aliens permanently residing
under color of law (PRUCOL) no | onger apply.

The term “qualified alien” includes aliens who are
lawfully admitted for permanent residence in the
United States under the Imm gration and Nationality
Act (INA), and certain refugees, asylees, individuals
whose deportation has been w thheld, Cuban or Haitian
Entrants and Anmerasian. It also includes certain
al i ens who have been paroled into the Unites States
or who have been granted conditional entry and
battered spouses and battered children (See 18.4 for
ext ended definition).

3. Ameri can I ndian born in Canada
(See 18.4, Section C-Medicaid)
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