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The Farm Security and Rural I|Investment Act of 2002 (Public Law
107-171) restores food stanp eligibility to a |legal inm grant
who has lived in the United States as a qualified alien for a
period of five years or |onger w thout neeting the 40 quarter
qualification. This policy is effective on April 1, 2003.

Applications to restore food stanps to these imm grants can be

t aken begi nning March 1, 2003 and processed no |ater than March
31, 2003 so that eligible households receive a full nmonth’s
benefit beginning on April 1, 2003. All food stanp eligibility
requirenents are to be net. Applications for households in

whi ch some of the nmenbers are eligible prior to that tinme nust
have applications processed according to regular processing tine
frames. Counties may then sinply add the nembers who becone
eligible on April 1, 2003.

This change al so adds victinms of severe formof trafficking who
have been certified by the U S. Departnment of Health and Human
Services making themeligible for benefits and services in Food
St amps, W WORKS, and Medicaid to the sane extent as refugees,
as long as all eligibility criteria has been net.

Shoul d you have any questions feel free to contact Cona Chatanan
of the Policy Unit.
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